
 

Day 1   Filing of Complaint 

10-15 Days Receive Summons to Serve Complaint on Defendant (need to serve the 
Agency, US Attorney for the District where served, and US Attorney General)

60-120 Days Defendant Agency files an Answer or Motion to Dismiss (usually 
Defendant asks for and is granted an extension of 30-60 days) 

Answer Motion to Dismiss 

10-30 Days Scheduling Order 
Issued by Court 

30-60 Days File Opposition to 
Motion to Dismiss

60-360 Days Court Rules on 
Motion to 
Dismiss 

Motion to 
Dismiss 
Granted 

60 Days to 
Appeal to 
US Circuit 
Court 

Motion to 
Dismiss 
Denied 

90-180 Days  Parties Engage in 
Discovery 

30-90 Days  Defendant Agency Files Motion to 
Dismiss and/or Motion for Summary 
Judgment (usually Defendant asks for 
and is granted an extension of 30-60 
days) 

30-90 Days File Opposition to Motion to Dismiss/ 
Motion for Summary Judgment 

60-360 Days Court Rules on Motion to Dismiss 
/For Summary Judgment 

Motion to Dismiss 
/For Summary 
Judgment Denied 

Motion to Dismiss 
/For Summary 
Judgment Granted 

30-120 Days Mediation / Settlement / Trial
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Federal Court Civil Complaint Timeline 
 

Estimated Federal Court Litigation Timeline (varies by 
case and by court) 


