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Baltimore

21 disabled officers file discrimination complaint

March 19, 2005

Lawyers representing 21 city police officers said yesterday that they have filed complaints of
discrimination with the U.S. Equal Employment Opportunity Commission, alleging that the disabled
officers are being unfairly pushed into retirement.

Some of the injured and ill officers represented by the firm of Snider and Fischer were hurt in the line of
duty, Michael Snider said.

They are among the approximately 160 injured and ill officers who were told in January to apply for
retirement or be fired. The officers are either out of work or have been working light-duty jobs. They are
unlikely ever to return to patrol.

Snider said the complaints, which cite the Americans with Disabilities Act, were filed Thursday in hopes
of clearing the way to file federal discrimination suits against the city and police department.

City police spokesman Matt Jablow declined to comment. He has said the department issued the
retirement orders to save money that can be used to put more officers on the street.

Officials at the EEOC could not be reached for comment.
-- Ryan Davis
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